
9

Education
Exchange

Place names in British Columbia
tell a story about the cultural
interplay between First Nations

and European settlers in the recent history of the province� At one
time� all place names in the province were derived from First Nations
languages� Many became replaced with the European names by which
we know many towns and districts in the province today� 

What is less widely known are the origins and meanings of the names
for some First Nations’ communities� In some cases� government
commissioners simply changed the traditional name of a Band� This is
the case of the Bonaparte Band near the community of Ashcroft� BC�
which was re�named by government officials in the ����s to
commemorate Napoleon Bonaparte� the French Emperor� 

Other names that may appear to have European origin are in fact
traditional names� This is the case for the Canim Lake Band because the
word Canim� in Chinook jargon� means canoe or broken rock� In this
case� the lake part of the name was tacked on by the government� The
name for the Cheslatta Carrier Nation� located near Burns Lake� BC� is
either interpreted in the Carrier language as meaning top of the
mountain� or small rock mountain at the east side� The Esquimalt Band
near Victoria� BC� draws its name from the Salish word meaning “the
place of gradually shoaling water�” On the north central coast of British
Columbia� the Heiltsuk Nation� formerly known as the Bella Bella�
reflects this First Nation’s traditional values with respect to good
manners� The word Heiltsuk translates as “to speak or act correctly�” 

In central British Columbia the Kamloops Band derives its name from
the Shuswap language where the word Kamloops means “the meeting
of the waters�”

As First Nations languages in many cases fell into disuse� it is not
surprising that elders engage in lively debates with respect to the true
meaning of some words� This is the case of the Malahat First Nation on
the Saanich Inlet� north of Victoria� One interpretation of the name
Malahat holds that it means “infested with caterpillars” referring to a
year when tent caterpillars stripped the trees of all their leaves� The
other interpretation of the name is that it means “place where one gets
bait” which could likely mean that the bait in question were the very
same caterpillars�

In the far south of British Columbia can be found the Osoyoos Band�
who enjoy a vigorous economy including wineries� golf courses� resorts
and construction companies� The word Osoyoos comes from the
Okanagan language where the word sooyoos means the long strip of
land that cuts Osoyoos Lake in two� The nearby Penticton Band takes
its name from the Okanagan word meaning “permanent abode�”

The Tahltan First Nation� northwest of Terrace� BC� takes its name
from a word in the Athapaskan language which reflects the importance
of salmon in the culture� The word Tahltan is said to translate as
“something heavy is going up the little water” referring to the masses
of salmon working their way through smaller streams� At the other end
of the province� the Tsawwassen First Nation takes its names it name
from the Halkomelem language� which means “facing the sea�”

The meanings of many names for First Nations are lost in time� But for
each member of the almost ��� First Nations in British Columbia� the
name of their community means something uniquely personal�

The Wildlife Rescue
Association of BC has
published a list of things students can do to
help wildlife. Included on the list are the
following strategies: 

• clean your birdfeeder regularly to help
prevent the spread of salmonella

• secure the garbage to ensure that
no wild animal is becoming
dependant on humans for
food

• write to your local paper
in support of wildlife
issues

• tell your teacher about
the wildlife rescue
education programs

Each year Japanese university students from Osaka, Japan
participate in a 4-week course at Douglas College.

Every year during their
time in New Westminster,
they spend time with grades
6 and 7 at Glenbrook Middle
School. The purpose for the
school visit is a cultural
exchange. 

This year’s visit included a tour
of the school as well as Canadian

folk dancing and group
presentations by the Glenbrook
students.

The Japanese students responded with
demonstrations of origami, calligraphy and a sushi meal.

The mission statement of the Ministry of Education states that it is
committed to help students “acquire knowledge, skills, and attitudes to
contribute to society.” Among the most important skills that students
can acquire in order to be contributing citizens are those that allow
them to participate in effective decisions in matters of public
consequence. Among the most important decisions that citizens make
are those that pertain to sustainability, in other words, environmental
decisions.

In Langley, the South Carvolth Elementary School decided to approach
citizenship education by integrating environmental components across
the curriculum. Now called the Langley Environmental School, South
Carvolth approached this as more than a branding exercise. 

Behind the decision was the recognition that, like many schools in the
province, South Carvolth was facing stiff competition in attracting
students. As a result of the declining population of elementary age
students, it was one of three schools faced with closure. By reinventing

the school, officials now expect that the current enrollment of 88
students could increase by as much as 50 per cent this fall and double
over the next three years. 

While the school will conform to the BC curriculum it will do so by
offering an innovative approach to curriculum that integrates literacy,
numeracy, and science with the principles of environmental education.
Located on the edge of a natural forest in the Campbell Valley Park, the
school is in an ideal setting to use this approach.

In addition to adjustments in the curriculum, the school grounds are
being turned into five learning stations: a butterfly garden, wetlands, a
vegetable garden, a natural beach, and a dragonfly pond. While
younger students will focus on the natural environment in their
immediate setting, the Grade 7 students will deal with environmental
issues such as forest fires, acid rain, and global warming.

For more information on the program visit the school’s website at
www.langleyeschool.ca
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