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Your Forests, Your Future 
 

Since decisions about our forests affect you too, we'd like to know what you consider to be 
the major issues facing the forest environment. 
 
Activity: 

• Write a news release or opinion column about your research, conduct a possible 
school/class survey with Google Forms, then send it to your local media outlet. 
Ensure you’ve identified a spokesperson(s). 

 
• The release should be no more than four to five short paragraphs, using the five Ws 

and an H (Who, What, Where, When, Why and How) starting with the most 
important detail first and working down to the least important. Your teacher may be 
able to help or you can view some media releases online to guide you. 

 
• Try to ensure you have a balanced release that has links 

to accurately sourced facts. Example: If your opinion is 
we shouldn’t cut down trees, then include a plan to 
replace the products we use trees for. Make sure you’ve 
done your research. 

 
• Or, if you believe sustainable logging with forest 

replanting should be allowed, then show how you have 
adequate plans to reduce impacts to various wildlife and 
plant species, along with replanting proposed. You’ll 
need to ensure you have the local Indigenous partners in 
your release and integrate their views, which may not all 
be aligned. 

 
• Find out which Indigenous bands are in your 

area here. Many local BC First Nations 
already have forestry agreements in place.  
 

• You could invite an Indigenous person and a 
member of a local forest company to talk to 
your class before you create your press 
release. Ask about the pros and cons, how 
Indigenous knowledge is integrated into a 
harvesting plan. How did partnerships with 
Indigenous groups and forest companies 
occur?  What are the key elements to success? What did each partner learn from 
one another?  

 
This is very much all part of the balancing act that real foresters and other forest 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/forestry-agreements
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professionals must adhere to when managing forests for conservation or environmental 
health, biodiversity, economic values, jobs and Indigenous importance. 
 
Assessment: 
 
Did students conduct research from a variety of sources and views before writing their 
release or opinion column? Did students use proper attribution of sources/facts? 
 
Were their polling questions (if used) written objectively or were they leading questions 
with a built-in bias? 
 
Did they get a good response to their poll?  Did they accurately summarize their responses?   
 
Was the press release written in the proper style with the most important information up 
front?  Did students use appropriate grammar, spelling and send their release to the correct 
news outlets in their local area? Did they get a response?  
 
 
Resources/Research: 
 
Indigenous Resource Network 
 
Forest Management BC 

Sustainable Forests 

NaturallyWood 
 
BC First Nations Forestry Council 

 
Press Release Resources: 
 How to write a press release 
 
 BusinessWire 
 
PRNewsWire 
 
Writing a Media Release 
 

To explore career paths that align with your interests, visit the following sites: 
 
First Nations in Sustainability Careers (FORED BC) 
Environmental Careers Organization of Canada 
Volunteer Connector 
VolunteerMatch 

https://indigenousresourcenetwork.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources
https://forests.org/learning-is-in-our-nature/
https://www.naturallywood.com/sustainability/
https://www.forestrycouncil.ca/
https://www.childcaremarketing.com/tips-for-writing-a-press-release/
https://services.businesswire.com/resources-education/sample-press-release?utm_campaign=fy22-evergreen-competitive-ca-na&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&hsa_kw=pr%2Bnewswire&hsa_acc=9045957327&hsa_grp=132622976065&hsa_tgt=kwd-118778995&hsa_src=g&hsa_ad=581292360870&hsa_cam=16157812698&gclid=CjwKCAjw9-KTBhBcEiwAr19ig9weWDpz4vbDM8-Q7VXufuEQ527G4oKQ6Vc0kohIW06_dU7_wXO1rxoC9RMQAvD_BwE
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/
https://www.playday.org.uk/media/writing-a-media-release/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL54D5B541ABF2A95D
https://eco.ca/
https://www.volunteerconnector.org/
https://www.volunteermatch.org/
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JobBank.ca 
Charity Village 
Volunteer Canada 
Canadian Forest Jobs 
WorkBC Forests Careers (cool video here) 

 
 

Photos courtesy of www.pexels.com 

http://jobbank.ca/
https://charityvillage.com/
https://volunteer.ca/
https://www.canadian-forests.com/job.html
https://www.workbc.ca/careers/2122
https://youtu.be/cNQCUbei8to
http://www.pexels.com/

