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Global Warming Scorecard
A report released by the UN states that while Britain and Sweden
are on target for reducing global warming gases, other countries
will either have to strengthen their policies or rely on carbon
trading in order to reach their Kyoto goals.
In the United States, emissions of what are called greenhouse
gases climbed by 16 per cent between 1990 and 2004. The figure
in Canada was almost double the American experience, or 30
percent.
Relying on NASA satellite monitoring, some scientists contend
that Greenland glaciers are dumping water into the sea at twice
the level they were ten years ago. Also, warmer water creates
disease conditions for coral reefs that have killed about onethird of them at official monitoring sites in the Caribbean since
last year. NASA says that the warming trend is increasing the
temperature by one-fifth of one degree Celsius every decade.
Of the 18 countries reporting on their progress (out of 36 signing
countries), Britain has achieved its gains by closing coal-powered
plants and switching them to natural gas. Based on current

trends, it will reduce its emissions by 19 percent by 2012. While
the Netherlands will not reach its minus six per cent emission
targets as a result of anything happening within its borders, it
predicts that it will beat its target because of emission credits it
receives for a Dutch wind powered project in India. Since India has
not signed the Kyoto accord, it is not known whether this single
wind project in the midst of India’s massive industrialization effort
will make any difference in terms of environmental quality within
India. A total of 17 countries have yet to report on progress with
respect to their Kyoto commitments.
Although the United States did not sign the Kyoto accord, some
individual states have taken action on their own. In September,
California established the most stringent pollution limits in the
US, which will require utilities, oil refiners and other companies
to cut greenhouse gases by 25 per cent over the next 14 years.
Under the legislation, all industries will be required to reduce
their emissions beginning in the next six years in order to meet
the 14 year goal. It is expected that California will use emission
credits or carbon trading in order to meet its goals.

School Buses Flunk
The Union of Concerned Scientists based in
Washington, DC issued a national school
bus report card on emissions and noted
that not a single state received an A
grade. The purpose of the report was
to probe
the extent
to which
children are
affected by
diesel exhaust fumes while either riding
or waiting for school buses. States the
report, “school buses can be a major
source of pollution exposure for children.”

Windmills in India mean a cleaner Amsterdam?

Delaware, received a B grade for having the lowest rates of soot
pollution. In Delaware, each school bus emitted nine pounds of soot
pollution per year. A total of 13 states were given a D grade.
Currently, 95 per cent of American school buses are diesel powered
and the study’s authors are recommending that these buses be refitted
with fuel oxygenators or other anti-pollution
equipment. The group also suggests that
buses over 12 years old be replaced with
new low emission models. According
to the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency in
Seattle, buses more than 12 years old produce as much as 20 times
the pollution of newer models.

“each school bus emitted nine
pounds of soot pollution per year”

Data were examined by all 50 states and the
District of Columbia, and the best performing state,

While school boards are accumulating the money to buy new
low emission fleets, the Union of Concerned Scientists has a low
technology suggestion in the meantime: don’t let the engines idle.

Great Moments in Trash
The following list represents some significant milestones in the history of waste management in Canada.
1994

1999

In Ontario all municipalities with more than 5,000 people are required
by law to provide recycling services. In British Columbia paint
producers are required to take back old paint for recycling. Over the
year, on average, Canadians sent 734 kilograms of waste per person to
landfills and incinerators.

Canadians discard over 37,000 tons of electronic products that contain
close to 1,500 tons of lead, two tons of cadmium, and half a ton of
mercury. The majority of this ewaste is sent overseas where it is
salvaged in small Asian communities.

“Nova Scotia has the lowest
per capita disposal rate in Canada”

1996
Canada attains the goal of reducing packaging by 50 per cent, four
years ahead of schedule. The reduction is in industrial, commercial, and
institutional packaging. Packaging for consumers has increased over
the time period.

1997
Producers of pesticides, paint thinner, pharmaceuticals, and fuels are
required by law to take back leftover products and recycle them in
British Columbia. The province also expands its deposit system to
include bottled water, wine and liquor, and all beverages except milk
and milk substitutes.

1998
The province of Nova Scotia bans landfilling or incineration of organics
including yard waste, food waste, and paper. Within a year, it becomes
the only province to achieve a waste diversion goal of 44 per cent
compared to about 30 per cent or less in other provinces.

2000
Canadians discard 23 million tons of waste, an increase of about 60
kilograms per capita from two years earlier. Nova Scotia has the lowest
per capita disposal rate in Canada at 459 kilograms per person. Toronto
signs a five-year contract to send all of its 1.5 million tons of waste to
a site in Michigan as part of a strategy they have to reach a zero waste
disposal goal in the city of Toronto.

2002
Each Canadian sends, on average, 760 kilograms of waste to landfills
and incinerators. Alberta has the highest waste disposal rate at 928
kilograms per person.

2005
Electronic waste in Canada doubles in a six year period prompting
several provinces to consider legislation.

