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A LEGACY OF DANCE

M

argaret Grenier,
a FORED
Director, is the
daughter of a Gitxsan Chief
and Executive Director of Dancers
of Damelahamid. The group is
a traditional Gitxsan dance group
originally from the Skeena River of
northern BC. In their performances,
they present masked dances, stories
and songs belonging to Chief Kenneth
Harris, Margaret’s father. The songs depict
the industry, growth and development of
Gitxsan society.
In the Gitxsan tradition, such
songs and dances could only be
performed by the ancient family
lineages that owned them.
The Dancers of Damelahamid
acquired their right to perform
these dances because Margaret’s
father is the traditional owner. The stories
told through the dance convey the legends that
form the core of environmental responsibility
that has been central to Gitxsan values and
traditions for millennia.

DIFFERENT ROADS FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS

W

hile cities in Canada line up for their
share of announced road building and
bridge projects, it is often overlooked that
some communities consider any road to be
a luxury.
In British Columbia, for example, there
are 25 First Nations communities that are
situated at the end of a logging road. These
are the only roads parents can use to get
their children to schools and hospitals, often
competing for road use with large logging

trucks. In these circumstances, any initiatives
related to road upgrading are welcome.

a network of Forest Service roads stretching
55,000 kilometres throughout province and
larger than the provincial
roads parents highway system.

Recently, as part of a
only
province-wide program,
can use to get their The Ministry of Forests and
the government allocated
children to schools Range is providing $20
$400,000 to improve a
38-kilometre stretch of forest
million over two years to
road in northern BC that provides access to
improve travel conditions on these Forest
three First Nations.
Service roads as part of a series of measures
to improve access for small communities.
The Leo Creek Forest Service Road is part of

ANOTHER LOOMING CRISIS?
O

ne of the iconic images of a summer day is a group of children with pails, buckets and a
hose, washing cars in order to raise money for a school band trip.

No more. Environmental groups are warning that the
traditional children’s car wash is actually an act of serious
an act of serious
environmental irresponsibility. It damages the water
supply and has negative impacts on marine life. In an
environmental
article called Greening Your Car Wash environmentalists
irresponsibility
warn that washing dozens of cars in a small space results
in pollutants such as brick dust, oil and heavy detergents
entering the environment. Children’s groups are warned that “this is illegal” according to
the requirements of the American Environmental Protection Agency.
In the spirit of good times and acknowledging the importance of children’s charities, the authors
offer alternatives that children might consider. One would involve teaming up with a local car
wash. In this way, cars could drive through the car wash where wash water is recycled and
the car wash company could donate the money directly to the school without the need for
the children’s participation. As an alternative, the activists suggested that children could
conduct a waterless car wash using a number of dry products that can remove grime
from cars without water.
This would also ensure that the children do not engage in frivolous activities such as water
fights and sponge throwing.

Children’s car washes in bad company

