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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING UNBIASED
A

t FORED BC, among the frequently asked questions we receive, there are two
that are most often repeated. The first is:

1. Does your organization represent a particular viewpoint?

advancement of education, we endeavour to bring all perspectives into discussion
so long as it is done in a manner that truly supports the curriculum and assists
teachers.
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The law is equally clear
on the relationship
between training and the
advancement of
education. In order to
have charitable
status, it is not
good enough
for an

2. Why are you involved in teacher training?
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The answers to both of those questions are found
in the law. FORED BC is a registered
charity under federal law
classified as having
the purpose of “the
advancement of
education.” The law
is very specific when it
comes to what kind of
associations are allowed
to have a tax write-off for
their members. For
organizations to be
considered to be advancing
education, the courts have
stated the following:

f an organization intends
to influence the opinions
or actions of the public
toward one side of a
controversial issue, it is not
advancing education in the
charitable sense.
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association to mail
unsolicited materials to
the school system.
According to
the law,
“Only
providing
information
is not
accepted by the
courts as
educational;
training or instruction
also have to be offered.”
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t is not good
enough for an
association to
mail unsolicited
materials to the
school system.
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Their activities must “involve a full
and fair presentation of the facts so
people can draw their own
conclusions. If an organization
intends to influence the opinions or
actions of the public toward one side
of a controversial issue, it is not
advancing education in the charitable
sense. For this reason, an advocacy group would not
qualify as a charity.”

FORED BC meets this
training requirement in
two ways. First, we offer a
series of workshops to teachers
on an annual basis and provide a
range of speakers that can offer
differing perspectives. Second,
FORED BC on a daily basis provides
learning resources to teachers in the K12 system and corresponds with them
directly to help them facilitate the use of
these resources in the classroom.

Showing all the
environmental cards.

– Eyewitness Science: Electronics

– Reader's Digest: How the Body Works

Out of respect for its legal obligations, FORED BC leaves to the
public relations departments and pressure groups the task of pushing the public
towards one viewpoint or the other. As an organization mandated to assist in the

When an association enjoys a charitable tax status,
indirectly it means it is being supported by all
taxpayers. The duty, therefore, to play by the rules is
one which the law and FORED BC take seriously.

GOOD PARTNERSHIP ON
FORED BC has entered into a working arrangement with the Pulp & Paper Institute at the
University of British Columbia intended to expand opportunities for students to learn about
this important BC sector.
Paper is the most fundamental part of the education experience, yet most students, particularly those
in the Lower Mainland, have little opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge of its production and
the issues surrounding it. The curriculum connections for the pulp and paper sector range from the
obvious, such as chemistry and environmental science, to the
less obvious such as fine art where students often debate the
ethical choices surrounding the different sources of fine papers
they use in their creative efforts.
The FORED BC partnership is intended to fill
some of these educational gaps.
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