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Bringing the Environment to the Classroom

PUTTING

IN YOUR CLASSROOM PRESENTATIONS

F

ORED BC has offered training programs to volunteers from industry and government who
want to give their time to the classroom. Through these workshops and training sessions,
FORED staff members have compiled a list of tips based on the successful experiences of
classroom volunteers throughout the province. The following suggestions can be adopted
by any presenter from any industry and, based on experience, will result in a more
effective learning situation.

Presentation Techniques
• Visual aids are
highly desirable don't be a talking
head.
• Body language
should be relaxed - do
not adopt a speechmaking
style.
• Use humour if possible
but make sure it is
appropriate and not
sarcastic.
• Provide personal stories to
show your human side but
don't pander.
• Openly invite evaluation from both students
and teachers.
• Seek the teacher's advice in
advance to ensure that your
presentation is ageappropriate and
curriculum specific.
• Provide open-ended questions to the
students so that they are not
Voice Tips
inhibited from
expressing
• Your voice has to project honesty.
their own
This means that you should not be
opinions.
too "slick".
• Overreaction should be avoided at
all costs. Instead, respond openly and
thoughtfully even to questions that you might not like to hear.
• Don't use the classroom to stage your argument with some invisible adversary who may be a critic of your company or organization.

– Fireworks: the Science, the Art, and the Magic

Content that Works
• Use local examples to connect
kids to their community.
• Have key messages in your
presentation and reinforce
them.
• Don't use the same canned
pitch for every classroom visit.
Canned goods lack freshness.
• Avoid industry jargon.
• Don't try to cover too much;
save some for your next visit.
• Your presentation should
relate to the specific
curriculum underway in the
classroom
classroom during
during the
the
time
time of
of your
your visit.
visit.
You are on the
students' agenda;
they are not on
yours.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATORS' COLUMN
In each issue of Landscapes, space is provided to the Environmental
Educators' Provincial Specialist Association (EEPSA) as a special
information service to teachers and non-BCTF educators involved in
environmental education in BC. EEPSA represents BC teachers involved in
environmental education across the curriculum.
The fourth annual Environmental Education Resources for
Teachers Conference will be held at the North Vancouver Outdoor School on
February 19 and 20, 1999. The resource fair will include displays, classroom
activities, outdoor education workshops, as well as the annual BC Environmental
Educator awards.

of the conference reflects a commitment by EEPSA to work closely with
community-based resource experts in the interest of expanding and
enhancing environmental education.

EEPSA conducted a successful fall conference at McQueen Lake
near Kamloops. The conference marked an important starting point to draw
together the more than 150 separate organizations in British Columbia involved
in some aspect of environmental education. The weekend event included workshops and various activity sessions such as wetland studies, forest walks and
outdoor artwork exercises. Reflecting on the conference, Tricia Treherne, VicePresident of EEPSA, says "When we network with others we get to share our
pride and our worries, we get support…and we get encouragement to keep
up the struggle of educating about the environment."

Co-sponsored by the Fraser for Life Communications
Society/Friends of Boundary Bay, the conference will involve teachers and
non-formal environmental educators in shared activities to foster creative
and diverse approaches to environmental education. The inclusive structure

Discussions are underway to host a Conference for Environmental
Educators in BC in May 1999, which would include a broad cross-section of
representatives from non-governmental organizations.

