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Education Exchange
S

tudents at Lord Nelson Elementary School
wanted to know more about the thick haze
they sometimes see over Vancouver’s harbour.
They undertook a research program to look at the
effects of different pollutants on the environment,
and wrote to the Prime Minister in December
expressing their concerns. Said teacher Sylvie
Lanmark-Kaye, “These kids put their heart and soul
into this project.”
Unfortunately, as of press time, no response from
the Prime Minister has been received.
Here are some excerpts from those student letters:
“I have some facts on air pollution that I would like
to explain to you. Diesel engines create black
smoke and soot.
This can cause
cancer.”
– Surbhi, Grade 6

“If something is not done about this, future generations may have to bear…skin and eye irritation.”
– Neil, Grade 4
“In fragile rainforests, acid rain burns trees [and]
can even contribute to forest fires.”
– Aubrina, Grade 6
“I feel quite passionate about saving the Earth and
the animals. The world and her creatures are suffering because of human choices.”
– Kian, Grade 7
“If nothing happens, what will we tell
our future generations?”
– Christy, Grade 4
“The last time I went up to
Grouse Mountain in
North Vancouver and I
took pictures of
Downtown Vancouver,
I couldn’t see a thing.”
– Donald, Grade 6

“Carbon monoxide…interferes with getting oxygen
to the brain. Over time people will have more problems concentrating.”
– Juliana, Grade 6
“One day, I was walking and saw a bit of grayish
smog around. At first I thought it was just fog.”
– Bernice, Grade 6
“Car emissions have increased tenfold in the last
twenty years. Also, the number of Canadians with
asthma has considerably increased.”
– Nicholas, Grade 7
“A long-term consequence of acid rain is acidified
soil that will kill all plants in that area.”
– Amanzo, Grade 5

I

… saw a bit of grayish
smog around. At first I
thought it was just fog.

“As one of the many Canadians who suffer from
asthma, I am concerned about the deteriorating
air quality in our fair country.”
– Bartosz, Grade 6
“If this air problem is not dealt with, then we may
be the victims of these long-term consequences.”
– Maddie, Grade 5
“I do not think this is fair that so many plants,
animals, and humans are suffering or dying from
something we have brought upon ourselves. I
hope you will take my classmates and my letters
seriously and enforce Air Care laws, to help make
it a better world for all of us.”
– Sarah, Grade 5

– Jennifer Kroepfl

“If Canada were to cut down on car emissions…
it would certainly help reduce the short term and
long term effects of global warming and CO2
related illnesses. This is why I believe we should
proclaim the Motor Vehicle Fuel Consumption
Standards Act.”
– Gabriel, Grade 5

An early lesson in lobbying.

Student Poll On The Environment
Students are 20 per cent of the public, but their views are not part of public opinion polls. Landscapes asked 900 students in 14 Greater Vancouver elementary and
secondary schools to participate in an opinion survey on environmental issues. The surveys were administered in the classroom by teachers. These are the results:

Question:

In the Best Protector category, Farming was the
clear leader for 35 per cent of students followed by
Electricity at 22 per cent and Forestry at 16 per cent.
The Oil Industry topped the list of Worst Protectors
at 26 per cent followed by Car Makers at 22 per cent
and Forestry at 20 per cent.

Where do you think we have the biggest
environmental problem in BC?

Question:
Cities (48%) Forests (22%) Oceans (19%)

Question:

How confident are you that the biggest
environmental problem you selected will be
solved by those responsible?
Very Confident (1%)
Barely Confident (60%)

Question:

Rivers (11%)

Confident (20%)
Not Confident (19%)

Students were given a choice of eight industries and asked which did the best job of
protecting the environment and which did
the worst. The industries were Farming,
Mining, Car Makers, Fishing, Forestry, Oil,
Builders and Electricity.

Question:

BC plans to preserve 12 per cent of all the
land for parks. Do you think this will be?
More parks
than we need
(7%)

Less parks
than we need
(36%)

Just enough
parks (45%)

A lot less parks
than we need
(12%)

Today, a large number of jobs in BC are in
our natural resources. In your future, how
important do you think these kinds of jobs
will be?
Very Important (26%)
Less Important (23%)

Important (47%)
Not Very Important (4%)

